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BY DAVlD V. J. BELL 
her awesome intellect. 
Though Mary was at first reluctant (I think because she 
questioned the interest American Studies specialists would 
have in her work), I encouraged her to read a paper at the 
CAAS meeting in Ottawa in 1976. (She was just finishing 
her dissertation at the time.) The response to her paper was 
overwhelming-rather like being at a rock concert with a 
hot new entertainer. Members of the audience gave Mary 
a standing ovation and then swarmed around her after the 
- 
session to ask questions and offer comments. From that 
Mary O'Brien with friends and colleagues 
rambunctious, auspicious occasion, Mary never looked 
back. 
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